The rape of Gamlebyen – a resident’s perspective

I lived in Skillebakk in a flat that was always dark and grey and the backyard concreted over. To know the weather I had to go outside to glimpse the sky; the buildings were close together. The sheer noise from parties in the neighbourhood all week round left me perpetually tired. I come home now to a sun-filled flat, the view to the Oslofjord at the front and Grønlands kirke and Botsparken in the back. Our kvartal has a small green oasis where we safely enjoy our free time away from drunken revellers thanks to dedicated neighbours who maintain the grounds. Due to its small nature we can challenge strangers that seek to use The Green as an urinal, discard broken beer bottles and rubbish or those who want a quiet place to shoot up drugs. We also get a good nights sleep in the bedrooms facing The Green which makes for a productive worklife.
New plans to build on Schweigaards gate/Grønlandsleiret seek to enclose the kvartal with at least 8 storey high blocks that will block us in like a prison. It’s proposed to build on the ‘success’ of  Den Nye Gronlandskvartalene. What success would that be? The aesthetically improvished architecture, lack of child friendly areas, cramming of  residents into boxes, creating a colony of flats for rent? I suspect they refer to the immense monetary success of the developers. 
Our buildings are meant to be protected (Gul liste), however, the sheer volume of traffic is crumbling the foundations and shaking the floorboards apart. We fear digging deep for new building foundations may irreparably damage our own. By introducing more flats for investment purposes a fragmented society develops namely those that live in the area transiently and long term residents. Transportwise it is already hard enough to get onto a tram during rushtid and you can just forget about taking a pram on the buses (just how are we supposed to get to this new superbarnehage in Kvæner?).
To give the new residents ‘quality of life’ (and presumably maximise profit), the plan is to use the existing green oasis instead of creating green space within the new development. Our lovingly maintained Green will be destroyed during building, but never fear, the developers will place 1m of earth to replace the 20m high trees they hack down. The only things that will grow afterwards are bushes. So they offer another ‘bonbon’; a pond. No doubt to accelerate the extinction of small children by drowning. We haven’t even come to the issues of noise, safety and destruction by a large increase in users. Imagine if 400 people were granted access to your back garden, how long do you think it would take for the grass to be worn out and conflicts arise? What formula is used to calculate the size of required green area for residents? The current hijacking ‘solution’ appears to be both arbitary and an appeasement for development and not a realistic nor socially responsible solution for new or existing residents.
A better solution would be to design flats to harmonise with the existing architecture, be of the same height and have features to enhance quality of life, such as courtyards.
Why should the elements that enhance our quality of life, such as a green oasis, safety of our children, and sunshine be purveys of  the rich and elite? After the building work is complete it is we who will continue to live here, not the Developers or EBY. Why would they live here? There will be no views, sunlight or trees to speak of. 
Rape: an act of plunder, violent seizure, or abuse; despoliation; violation. 

